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command of the Sovereign State; one seeking to
enthrone over human conduct a rule of Order, and
the other a rule of Force; one fairly represented by
the theory of Natural Law, and the other by the
doctrines of Hobbes, Bentham, Austin, and others
that law is a command. I have some observations
to make concerning each class of these two opposite
tendencies.

Historically the doctrine of the Law of Nature
had its origin with the philosophic jurists of Rome,
or, at least, the first enunciation we have of it came
from them, and by Nature they intended the Author
of Nature, Jove or God. They declared that the
true and fundamental law was in the mind of the
Deity himself when he created the universe. Cicero
sets forth this view in his treatises De Legibus and
De Republica with great nobility of eloquence.
According to him, the fundamental law which com-
mands and forbids is the right reason of Supreme
Jove. Quam ob rem lex vera atque princeps apta ad
jubendum et vetandum ratio est recta summi Jovis.1
This pagan view has been accepted by many Christian
jurists, of whom Blackstone is a good example.
He says:

"This law of nature being coeval with mankind, and dictated
by God himself, is of course superior in obligation to any
other. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and
at all times; no human laws are of any validity, if contrary
to this; and such of them as are valid derive all their force
and all their authority, mediately or immediately, from this
.original." 2

* De Leg, ii., 4.
2 Bl.f booki., p. 41.